Producers across
South East to
benefit from London
markets project

t -

HEFF declares national
ambitions for Savour the
Flavour scheme

Heart of England Fine Foods [HEFF) is hoping to go national
with its Savour the Flavour scheme, designed to get West
Midlands products on the shelves of more small stores
In December, the group opened up the scheme to shops
outside the Midlands, enabling them to benefit from Heart of
England branded display equipment in return for stocking a
range of lines from HEFF's region.

The first retailer to sign up was Shepherd's Farm Shop,

Links between small producers in and around London and
foodservice buyers at wholesale markets such as New Covent
Garden Market (NCGM) are to be bolstered by a £1.5m project
funded by the London Development Agency.

The three-year scheme, which aims to increase the amount
y, kicked off

f lncally sourced food served in the Capital by 15%
at the beginning of February with a trade fair and meet-the-
buyer event at NCGM, organised by the South East Food Group
Partnership, Taste of Anglia and London Food Link (part of
Sustain), among others.

Around 70 catering distributors are based at NCGM and
they are increasingly interested in sourcing local produce, as
well as a wide range of products such as cheese, charcuterie,
ce cream, drinks and baked goods, said Henriette Reinders,
director of the South East Food Group Partnership

"Wholesalers at NCGM supply everyone from the very top
restaurants to small cafés, as well as public institutions. There
15 a growing demand for local and organic food in these areas,”
she said.

A full-time business development manager, Tom Beeston,
has been appointed at the market to help forge closer links
between producers and wholesalers, He will also quantify the
demand for South East products in the capital, establish links
with local schools and explore the potential for a South East
products area at the market

According to Reinders, once up and running, the scheme
will be rolled out to other wholesale markets in London,
including Billingsaate and Smithfield,

The project is part of Mayor Ken Livingstone's food strategy
for the Capital, which was published in September and aims
to develop a healthy and sustainable food infrastructure
Producers who attended the NCGM event included High Weald
Dairy, Pratt's rapeseed oil and Pollen Organic pesto

After
targeting
shops in

the West
Midlands
region like
Whitbourne
Village Shap
(pictured),
HEFF is
hoping to
encourage
more retailers
from outside
the area to
stock Heart
of England
products.

near Newent in Gloucestershire, which borders the region
covered by HEFF. The shop - which already focuses on local
foods - agreed to stock more produce from Herefordshire and
Worcestershire and was rewarded with a multi-deck chiller and
a mini freezer.

At present, 62 food and drink producers across the
Midlands have signed up to the scheme, which works in
partnership with Heart Distribution to deliver products in
multi-temperature, HEFF branded vehicles

‘It is not a wholesale operation, more a fast and efficient
distribution channel solely for our producers,” says HEFF
business development manager Louise Pickford. "They retain
control over where their products are sold and at what price.”
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